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to the Governor-General acting with the advice of the Governor-
Federal Executive Council.
64. The Governor-General may appoint officers to admin- Ministers
ister such departments of State of the Commonwealth as
the Governor-General in Council may establish.
Such officers shall hold office during the pleasure of the
Governor-General. They shall be members of the Federal
Executive Council, and shall be the Queens Ministers of
State for the Commonwealth.
After the first general election no Minister of State shall Ministers
hold office for a longer period than three months unless he Pariia-
is or becomes a senator or a member of the House of Repre-ment*
sentatives.1
65. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the Minis- Number of
ters of State shall not exceed seven in number, and shall
hold such offices as the Parliament prescribes, or, in the
absence of provision, as the Governor-General directs.2
66. There shall be payable to the Queen, out of the Con- Salaries of
solidated Eevenue Fund of the Commonwealth, for the       ters'
salaries of the Ministers of State, an annual sum which,
until the Parliament otherwise provides, shall not exceed
twelve thousand pounds a year.
67. Until the Parliament otherwise provides, the appoint- Appoint-
ment and removal of all other officers of the Executive^
Government of the Commonwealth shall be vested in the s61"7*11^
Governor-General in Council, unless the appointment is
delegated by the Governor-General in Council or by a law
of the Commonwealth to some other authority.3
1 See Introduction, p. 64. This rule, which in Great Britain is implied,
was expressly set out in Victoria and South Australia.
* The Departments are that of Home and Territories (formerly External
Affairs); that of the Attorney-General; that of Defence; that of Trade
and Customs; thai of Works and Kail ways; that of Health; that of Be~
patriation; that of the Postmaster-General; and that of Treasury; besides
the Vice-President of the Executive Council. There are generally, in
addition, two or three Ministers without portfolio. The Prime Minister
has on several occasions held the Department of External Affairs; but there
is no rule as to which Department he should hold. The federal character
of the Constitution is, to some extent, represented in the personnel of the
Cabinet
8 By an Act of 1902, for the Begulation of the Public Service, a Public
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